UK Fireman's Strike – October/November 2002

Following the meeting attended at the Chemical Industries Association on 23rd October (separate  report available), it was apparent that a major incident involving a petroleum or chemical tanker on the motorways, trunk roads or highways throughout the UK could pose a major threat to public safety if the vehicle sustained a substantial fire.  This would be particularly serious should the vehicle be involved in a multiple vehicle incident on a major though fare such as any of the major motorway networks in the South east or the Midlands.

The November/December period is one where fog/dense mist  have previously brought conditions that have caused multiple vehicle motorway RTA's in which tankers/petrochemical carriers have been involved.

At this time it is understood that no resources in the official operational plan D SEF POL/5/2/3  would be available that could provide large amounts of foam, water and the delivery devices to safety provide mass foam/water onto such an incident as noted above or the capability to deal with a resultant large oil spill.

The current understanding provided by the NCEC is that if the attending GG's cannot deal with any small to medium incident the roadway will be cordoned of and the vehicle(s) left to burn out.

It was also understood that within  Operation Frescoe - Fire & Rescue Operating Procedures that there is one annex G "Dealing with Chemical Incidents" however there is no other separate annex dealing with other major petroleum incidents or major oil spills. 

To this end the following measures have been agreed with the full co-operation of the companies involved and on a "no use –no fee" basis  that could compliment any existing arrangements if required.

While it is fully appreciated that the resources are sparse and would be fully effective only if called at an early stage and within a limited radius, at least there is a resource in place which either the NCEC could call upon or any of the major oil companies if requested/required to back up its own in house capability or felt it would be prudent to assist with other than advice for a specific incident.

The following will be available on a 24hr immediate call out over the 36 days of the fire service strike:-

Oil Spill Response Limited, Southampton 

Contact Dave Salt   telephone 24hrs  023 - 8033-1551

Full range of industrial oil spill equipment on a ready to roll basis plus:-

Water tanker of 30 ton capacity, 1,000gall inflatable water containers

(full hard copy details to be sent to  Kevin Miller at NCEC)

Angus Fire, Thame, Oxfordshire 

Contact for duty call out.  Telephone 24hrs  05242-61166

Additional contact Alex Nightingale    mobile 07798-714012  Charles Boon mobile 07796-336170 Martin Hogh mobile 07798 - 714010 

Bulk Foam stocks 1000,000plus liters, large Titan foam delivery devices and additional supporting fire equipment at Bentham, Yorkshire and Thame in Oxfordshire

Deane Associates Ltd. Pinewood studios

Contact David Deane  24hr contact  mobile 07714-980323  or 01753-656181 

Water Bowsers 2 x 2,000 galls Water Bowsers 1 x 1700 galls 

Water articulated tanker 5,000 gall 

All above with one or more portable pumps of 350 galls + two qualified fire personnel at instant availability 24 hrs.  

Additional full package of RTA extracation equipment also available.

The above combined capability would enable GG's with their 1,000 gpm pumps to be fully effective should a major foam attack be required on a petrochemical incident with a minimum of setting up of equipment.

Payment for the above resources would have to be determined at the time of call out by the persons calling out the resource.

R Coates BP Group fire Adviser 24th October 2002

