JOIFF accredited Confined Spaces Training.

There is a Duty of Care under Health and Safety procedures for JOIFF to ensure that there are adequate minimum pre- attendance requirements for anyone who will be engaged in any JOIFF accredited Training. The current common pre-attendance requirement for all JOIFF accredited Courses is – 

“the Employer must certify that persons participating in any Course are physically, mentally and technically capable of participating” 

The JOIFF Secretariat considers that for some of the Confined Spaces Courses that are offered under this heading i.e. working at heights, entry / access to Confined Spaces, it is not sufficient to have this as the only a pre-attendance requirement as other Safety issues need to be addressed due to the nature of exposure.

The proposal below is specifically with regard to Confined Space Entry / Access Training where respiratory protective equipment (RPE) is required. Persons who might be engaged in this type of Training will not necessarily be Emergency Services personnel so it is not acceptable to take for granted that persons involved in this type of rescue will have competence with RPE. 

What needs to be considered are the following:

· Has the student passed the Claustrophobic test for RPE in confined spaces ?

· Can the student demonstrate to the Instructor the correct wearing (donning, operational use and doffing) of the RPE to be used for confined space entry / access set and can s/he understand the safety features and wearer limits and warning devices provided within the set ?

· Is a face fit certification required, based on the new requirements under COSHH ?

· Is the Student current with regard to competence in the use of RPE ?

Key to this issue is that competence must be specific to the RPE to be used on site. 

Based on all these factors, we propose that for any JOIFF accredited Confined Spaces course involving entry / access, it is necessary to include as a pre-attendance requirement before commencing Training, that a certificate or letter of competence should be provided by the person who is going to engage in the Entry/Access Training covering their competence in RPE as outlined above.

A suggested form of wording would be:

Students should be certified in the wearing of Respiratory Protective Equipment on the Company site to be used for confined space entry / access at least to the following requirements:
· has passed a Claustrophobic test for RPE in confined spaces, 
· has demonstrated the correct donning, operational use and doffing of the RPE to be used,

· understands the safety features and wearer limits and warning devices provided within the equipment and 
· has been certified as having these competencies within the previous 12 months.
Whilst the face fit certification is now important, as this applies to all persons using RPE, we consider that this is an issue for the Company concerned to address for all the activities in the Company where RPE is used – which would of course include this type of Training – and therefore the requirement is not specific to this type of Course.

What must also be considered is the necessary qualifications of an Instructor who will provide certification to the above requirements. The Instructor must have a full understanding of the capabilities and limitations of use not only of the set but also of the environments in which it can /cannot be used. We suggest that the person who certifies this competency does not necessarily have to be a Breathing Apparatus Instructor (BAI) as understood by Emergency Services personnel i.e. the 9 or 10 day Course. Perhaps it could be sufficient for these purposes that the minimum requirement as a person competent to Instruct on the use of RPE for Confined Space entry /access would be 

· signed off by the Manufacturer or Supplier of the RPE to be used on the site for Confined Space entry / access plus 

· a requirement s/he has qualified as an Instructor (JOIFF Training the Trainer Course) - or equivalent ? 

It is our experience that whilst some Organisations will give pre-training to those who will be expected to engage in entry/access to Confined Spaces, few actually require to see the proof of the competence prior to the Training and most do not have structured Courses to these requirements. So we further see a need for accreditation of a JOIFF Course to be entitled “Respiratory Protection for Confined Spaces” of which the content and minimum requirements for Instructors would be as outlined above.
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